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country. 


“My younger brother, 
Chris has worked overseas 
for over 20 years, first with 
the Peace Corps and then 
with USAID (U.S. Agency for 
International Development). 
He is currently in Iraq, 
working with village 
leaders on public health and 
sustained farming issues. 

“So there is such diversity 
in our family. Our parents 
were not pushing us, but 
they directed us.” 

Quipped Barratt: “They 
didn’t intend to create such 
monsters.” 

As expected, each 
astronaut can tell a different 
story about the pathway 
leading him to NASA 
and ultimately into the 
Astronaut Office. Barratt 
arrived at the Johnson Space 
Center in May 1991 as an 
aerospace project physician 
with KRUG Life Sciences, a 
NASA contractor. His career 
eventually took him across 
the pond to the Gagarin 
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to Mir [flown by NASA 
astronaut Norm Thagard],” 
Barratt explained. “It 
was very much field work, 
following the crew through 
training in classrooms in 
‘Star City, outdoors for 
Fook - survival exercises, and 
a then through launch, and 

subsequently supporting 

them from the Russian 
| mission control center. My 


sartner Dave Ward and I 
the first Americans 
ied as flight controllers 

in the Russian MCC.” 
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in Russia as NASA began to 
transition from Mir to the 


in Houston last 


Iss. 

“In late 1995, I became the 
ISS medical operations lead, 
coordinating the medical 
supper program’ for the 

|. We worked out medical 
issues. It was more of an 
administrative position. 

“When it became time to 
assign a lead crew surgeon 
for the first ISS mission, I 
assigned 


astronaut candidate right 
before the Expedition One 
launch.” 
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to fly on the space shuttle 
for his rookie mission as 
an astronaut. He will be 
transported to and from 
the ISS aboard a Soyuz 
rocket, working with space 
professionals whose native 
tongue is not English. 

“I speak a_ street-dog 
Russian,” said Barratt. “The 
station is bilingual, English 
and Russian. We also have 
ISS jargon. When Gennady 
and I talk to each other, no 
one sentence is completely 
English or completely 
Russian. We use the best 
word for the concept we are 
trying to convey.” 

In another ironic twist 
of fate, Barratt served as 
Gennady Padalka’s medical 
instructor before Padalka 
flew on Mir in 1998. Now 
Padalka will be Barratt's 
Expedition 19/20: commander 
aboard the ISS. Beginning 
this spring, the cosmonaut 
will lead the space station's 
first  six-member, truly 
international crew. The crew 
will include astronauts from 
Japan, Canada and Europe. 

What did Padalka have 
to say about Barratt after 
NASA's Expedition 19 pre- 
flight news conference last 
month? 

“He is very nice and very 
sophisticated,” the  soft- 
spoken cosmonaut explained. 
“It is a great honor for me to 
have a doctor on our crew.” 

Barratt and his wife, 
Michelle, have five children: 
two daughters and three 
sons (including a daughter 
and a son a from 
India and a son adopted from 
foster care in the Houston 
area), ranging in age from 
8 to 20. His six-month tour 
of duty means that he will 
be out of town during his 
wife’s birthday and their 
anniversary. 

The trade-off is that 
Barratt will hit the Big Five- 
O on April 16, while he is 
flying in space. 

Ever the comedian, he 
joked: “I can only invite two 
people to my party: Koichi 
and Gennady.” 

Koichi Wakata, Japan's 
first long-duration astronaut, 
will be Padalka and Barratt’s 
third crewmember during 
Expedition 19. Wakata will 
lpumeh to the ISS aboard 
STS-119, NASA's next space 
shuttle mission, 

Barratt said his children 
have ae various 
responsibilities to s 
his space flight. pad 

“My older son is my 
Webmaster. My daughter is 
handling the social angle, a 
party and the music mix.” 

He added that even his 
children have their own 
means of support while he is 
away. 

“In Houston, the 

astronaut corps is part of 
the community. They are not 
children of celebrities. 
“In almost every class, 
there is another kid with an 
astronaut parent. So they 
are able to commiserate with 
their classmates.” 
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He discovered this surprise 
during a recent simulation 
during which he and his 
crewmates were practicing 


injured crewmember. 
“I found it hard to leave 
someone else and go off and 
ing else.’ 
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But the logistics of flying 
on Soyuz instead of shuttle 
evoke an old maxim: 
"You can't take it with 
you. The weight limit for 
personal effects on Soyuz 
is 1.5 kilograms, or about 3 


pounds. 

“I think my book handily 
weighs more than that,” 
Barratt revealed. “But there 
is an e-book version out now, 
which I will be able to take. 

“This is a good thing, since 
I am already working on the 
second edition.” 

Even so, Barratt’s time 
during his half-year ISS 
expedition will be jam- 
packed. His days will be 
filled with conducting 
science experiments, 
unpacking supplies delivered 
by unmanned Progress 
spacecraft, and spacewalks 
to outfit the ISS as it nears 
completion. 

Or, as Barratt described 
it; “Two Progress flights, 
two or three EVAs, and the 
best science program", to 
dute, including experiments 

eeloped by the American, 
Rijsian, Japanese and 
European space agencies. To 
support these experiments, 
Barratt and his crewmates 
have trained in Japan, 
Canada and Germany aswell 
as in the U.S. and Russia. 

The agenda, he said, will 
have important impact 
on future human space 
endeavors. “We're learning 
how to build things and 
how to maintain them and 
fix problems. The moon 
system will look like the ISS 


program. E 
Again by coincidence, 
Barratt will be flying in 
space this summer during 
the 40th anniversary of 
Apollo 11. He and Padalka 
are scheduled for a Soyuz 
transfer — moving their 
from one space 
station port to another — on 
that same date. And July 20 
is also Barratt’s nine-year 
anniversary date for his 
selection as an astronaut. 

In that same astronaut 
class of 2000 was Timothy 
“Tim” Kopra, another one of 
Barratt’s future Expedition 
19/20 crewmates. How would 
Kopra describe Barratt? 

“It is a pleasure working 
with him,” Kopra revealed 
after last month’s press 


conference. “He is a 

consummate it 

and he cares about 
also pointed out the 

differences — and di ties 


launch from Asia versus one 
from the U.S. 

“Mike has a Soyuz launch. 
Thave a Florida launch [STS- 
127]. I'll have more friends 
present because of that.” 

Nevertheless, 


March, what is Barratt 
anticipating the most about 
his upcoming adventure? 
“Looking at the home 
pleas is priority number one. 
ll reserve all the eloquent 
words for that moment. 


